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especially those in the food and beverage and general entertainment industries. For example, a consumer would expect the same level of customer service at a fast-food restaurant as from a steakhouse. It is important for such establishments to preserve and enhance the quality of their food, condiments and
beverages, to ensure customers are satisfied with the product, as well as with the service they receive. For example, if the quality of the condiments/beverages and food is diminished, then the consumer may be disappointed and not return. As discussed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,948,065 and 6,126,760, normally,

restaurants and bars would purchase, store and dispense condiments/beverages or other products (e.g., food or beverage products) that consumers buy at their establishments. More specifically, restaurants and bars normally buy, store and dispense sauces, dressings, condiments/beverages, and other products in

bulk. Moreover, these establishments often use an automated dispensing machine to dispense their products to their customers. Normally, the establishment loads the products into a tank, which stores the dispensed products, prior to being dispensed. Moreover, the establishment provides a pump, such as a

peristaltic pump, which drives the product out of the tank, through a hose and finally to the dispenser. One problem of loading such products into the tank is that some of the products may be contained in a container with a spout or nozzle. As such, the nozzle must be removed prior to loading the tank. Unfortunately,

removing the nozzle is a labor-intensive process. There is generally a two-finger-span distance between the inside surface of the nozzle and the outside surface of the nozzle. This span must be grasped, one finger for each side of the gap, in order to remove the nozzle from the container. Furthermore, some
manufacturers of condiments/beverages may place an inner liner inside the container, which also must be removed prior to loading the container. Once the nozzle is removed, it is generally held in the user's hand
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